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59 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Apr 4, 2000 . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 7 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

IS Claim(s) 7, 3-11, and 73-25 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

□ Claim (s) is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claims are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 


-» SEE OFFICE ACT/ON ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES — 


U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 


Application/Control Number: 09/138,942 
Art Unit: 2851 


Page 2 


Response to Amendment 


1. The reply filed on April 4, 2000 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action because 
of the following omission(s) or matter(s):The applicant has canceled claim 26 and then indicated 
an amended version of claim 26. In the REMARKS section of the applicant's response, claim 26 
was discussed as if it were a pending claim. The examiner believes the applicant may have wished 
claim 26 to remain pending and that cancellation of this claim was a typographical error. If this is 
the case, the applicant may wish to submit new claim 27 drafted in the form which claim 26 was 
supposed to be in since claim 26 is now a canceled claim. The applicant is further requested to 
review and cancel whichever claim was meant to be canceled instead of claim 26. If claim 26 was 
indeed intended to be canceled and the following amended version of claim 26 along with its 
arguments were superfluous, then a statement to that effect will be a sufficient response. 
See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given a 
TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Christopher Mahoney at telephone number (703) 305-3475. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Russ 
Adams, can be reached at (703) 308-2847. The fax number for this Group is (703) 305- 
34[3 1 ,32]. Any inquiry of a general nature or related to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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June 18,2000 


Christopher E. Mahoney 
Patent Examiner 


